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Words on the retirement of Professor Michael Bettridge from 
the Faculty of Global and Interdisciplinary Studies 
 
Yu Niiya (Dean of GIS) 
Faculty of Global and Interdisciplinary Studies, Hosei University 
 
I am writing a special foreword to this edition of the GIS Journal as our colleague and friend, 
Professor Michael Bettridge, will retire this year. Professor Bettridge joined Hosei University in 
1999 as an Associate Professor of the Faculty of General Arts I, and became a Professor in the 
Faculty of Business in 2004. He became a Professor in the Faculty of Global and Interdisciplinary 
Studies when GIS was established in 2008; since then, he has made countless contributions to 
help GIS grow into the attractive faculty it is today. I hope to express my gratitude for his many 
years of dedication on behalf of every GIS faculty member. 
As one of the founders of GIS, Professor Bettridge played a crucial role in establishing 
our flagship Overseas Abroad Study (OAS) Program. Over the years, the program has allowed a 
large number of GIS students to broaden their perspectives, experience cultural diversity, and 
take on new academic challenges in either the United States, Canada, the United Kingdom, or 
New Zealand. The OAS program would not have been so successful without Professor Bettridge 
working tirelessly with our partner universities, setting up scholarships, and streamlining its 
operations in the early days of GIS.  
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Another area that GIS, and Hosei University as a whole, owes so much to Professor 
Bettridge for is his contribution to admission exams. This task is of utmost importance to both 
the faculty and the university but fails to receive the recognition it deserves because of the strict 
confidentiality surrounding the entire process. Year after year, Professor Bettridge has been a 
central and dependable contributor behind the scenes, and I would like to take this opportunity 
to thank him for his dedication to the task throughout his entire career. If examinees remember 
reading a text that is challenging, refined, and full of wit, then they may well have seen the fruit 
of Professor Bettridge’s endless effort and professionalism.  
Professor Bettridge has also been a continuing source of aspiration for students 
fortunate enough to take his courses in literature and writing. He has taught many courses, 
including Readings in World Literature, Studies in Popular Fiction, Studies in Poetry, Novel 
Survey, Readings in Creative Nonfiction, and Fact and Fiction in the Movies, just to name a few. 
I once had a chance to attend a mock lecture that he offered as part of one of the open campus 
events for prospective students. I meant to leave after 5 minutes, but I was so intrigued, I ended 
up staying until the end. His courses have been hallmark courses for GIS—indeed, his courses 
were featured in our faculty brochure so many times!—and they are very likely the reason why 
so many high school students decided to join GIS.  
As a writer himself, Professor Bettridge’s courses on literature dovetail nicely with his 
seminar, Writing and Magazine Production, where each class of students was given the 
opportunity to produce a magazine, literally from cover to cover. The students wrote short stories, 
created poetry, reported interviews, reviewed restaurants and movies, took pictures to illustrate 
their pages, designed advertisements, and laid out the front cover. I have been amazed by 
Professor Bettridge’s ability to nurture the creativity of his very talented students, and this is in 
no small part due to his own flair for imaginative thinking.  His final creative work for the faculty, 
entitled “no one’s home”, is featured in this volume of the GIS Journal.  
 I regret that GIS students entering this spring will be deprived of the opportunity to learn 
from Professor Bettridge directly. However, as his hard work is deeply ingrained in the faculty, 
it is a comfort to know that students will continue to experience his legacy at GIS for years to 
come.  
Mike, we are all grateful that we had the pleasure of working with you. We will miss 
you so much.  
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no one’s home 
 
Michael Bettridge 
Faculty of Global and Interdisciplinary Studies, Hosei University 
 
 
 bam! goes that nasty screen door. 
 it nearly startles her off the bed, makes her jump so, causing the bills she’s holding to fly 
out of her hand and onto the covers, and little brother, lying on his belly beside her, he looks up 
from his drawing, fits the stub of a sea turtle-green crayon into his ear, twists and turns it, 
working his mouth, about to let go with something, she can tell, is gonna be stupid. 
 so, before he’s has the chance, ‘shh!’ she hushes him. 
 but being stupid like he always is, he says to her anyway, the corners of his mouth damp 
with Oreo cookie, ‘what, Sissy?’, and she is just flabbergasted. 
 ‘you didn’t hear what I just said? take the colored wax out of your ear. I told you! shh! 
now, shut up!’ 
 but already he’s not listening. in his hand he’s got one of a 20’s she let fly, and he 
crinkles it, and giggles at the sound, at the feel, just so enjoying himself, she could scream. 
 ‘don’t you make another sound!’ she hisses at him, pressing a finger to his forehead so 
he gets it once and for all, and she grabs the 20 back, and smooths it out on the mattress. 
 she has the door to the bedroom closed, and the front door closed too and locked, and all 
the lights and the tv off, even though you need the lights on even in the daytime to see real 
good around this place, because it’s a basement apartment. but she wants to make it look like 
no one’s home, and if they keep quiet and lay low, she thinks they can pull it off. it’s 
midmorning and past the time she should be in school, but she’s not going to school today. 
maybe tomorrow she’ll go, or the next day, or the next day after, or maybe never again. but 
definitely not today. not this morning she isn’t, and with that settled, she reaches her hand into 
the canvas bag and pulls out another handful of leafy-green notes. 
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